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Chief Scout Drops In On Bromley 
Just before 5:30 pm on Saturday 2nd October at Wilberforce, during the sheer leg racing at the Scouts Six Day Challenge 
a helicopter suddenly appeared flying low over the trees. 
 
Lǘ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻǇǘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ όƳŀȅōŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōƛƎ ǿƘƛǘŜ άIέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ 
that attracted it!). Despite a brief scare when the red and white tape surrounding the landing site took flight, we soon 
had the aircraft down and when the doors opened out stepped the Chief Scout, Bear Grylls ς much to the amazement of 
some of the more doubtful Scouts ς who thought that they were being wound up for another activity by the event 
leadership team. 
 

  
 
Bear was met by two Scouts who made sure that he was kept well away from the District Leaders before the Chief 
wasted no time in meeting the Scouts, quickly grabbing hold of ropes to assist with the racing, moving between the 
three teams to make sure that he met all of the Scouts. 

 

  
 
Pausing briefly to sup on a cup of tea and enjoy a cake, Bear helped to finish pitching the sheer legs and then to light the 
suspended fire on the winning rig and to light the flares atop the same sheer legs proving to us that even he was able to 
tie a reef knot and a clove hitch as well as to wield a mallet and get the correct angle for a tent peg. 
 
When questioned about these skills Bear attributed this knowledge to his own membership of Scouts when he was 
younger. Good to know where Scouting can lead you! 
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After successfully completing the sheer leg competition (and snaffling another cake), the Chief Scout took questions 
from the Scouts and spent a few minutes chatting with them before it was time for the team photos and then he was off, 
flying away over the trees towards The Fort at Dulwich where another excited troop of Scouts were looking out over 
their trees for his arrival. 
        

 
 
Bear Grylls was supported on the day by Dean Milton (Regional Commissioner for London) and Mark Tarry (Deputy Chief 
Commissioner for England). 
 
It was tremendous to see the main man getting muddy on the field at Wilberforce along with so many of .ǊƻƳƭŜȅΩǎ t[ǎ 
and APLs ς he certainly seemed to be enjoying himself ς the same of course can be said for the Scouts on the Six Day 
Challenge (and I think that the leaders and supporters felt pretty good about it all too!).  
 
Congratulations once again to James and Tony and all of the team for putting on another tremendous event and for the 
hospitality provided to Dean, Mark, Bear, the pilot, the official HQ photographer and the HQ press officer. 
 
Thanks also to John Hammond and all of the team of Wardens at Wilberforce for their help and assistance in preparing 
for this visitς ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōƛƎ άIέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΗ 


