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District	Commissioner’s	Annual	Report	

It has been an incredibly busy and successful year for Bromley District.  

Growth within the District was recorded in this year’s censorship with increases in 
Beavers, Cubs and Explorers and we also had very pleasing increases in adult 
leadership.  

Many of our groups are showing very healthy returns and some incredible turn 
around in fortunes which is testimony to the hard work that our groups are working 
towards, most notably 1st Biggin Hill who had an increase of 49 to their membership. 

On a disappointing note, 1st Poverest is to close.  There are several reasons behind this closure but the 
main one again is the lack of adult support.  

The new group which opened last year, 1st Beckenham South is progressing well.  Having started with 
Beavers they have now opened a Cub pack and amazingly have 53 on their Beaver waiting list. 

January saw the start of our new Appointments Process supported by the Programme Team.  This has 
been a huge success and we have met, approved, completed the “Getting Started Training”, discussed 
programme ideas with experienced leaders and hopefully got our new leaders off to a more positive start 
in their Scouting journey.  

We have received some tremendous support from many members of our increasing team in this new 
venture all of whom I can’t thank enough, and we are always looking for more to help us. 

It is incredible to think that a District this size can manage to cope with all the demands that are put upon 
it and thanks must go to the support of over 100 adults either directly and especially for those with dual 
roles to undertake.  I hope this shows the quality and value Bromley District is now providing. 

On a personal note, it has been a difficult year for me as work demands have taken me away quite often 
but with the support I receive from all the team you would hardly know I haven’t been around.  

I couldn’t be more delighted with the support and attendance the District events continue to receive.  The 
work that goes into putting on these events on such a scale is quite magnificent and I must thank Tom 
Norris and all his team for their outstanding efforts. 

However, he can’t take all the praise for this year’s St George’s Day Parade which took place in Petts Wood 
as that lies with Russ Zaple and his team and especially the 5th Petts Wood for hosting us.  We had a 
wonderful turn out which helped us raise funds for “Living On” and “Pancreatic Cancer”. 

We have recently been working on a new event aimed at supporting all our leaders in their roles called 
Scout Fest.  We have arranged for outside organisations to be part of this event along with many activities 
throughout the weekend which is to be held at Downe Activity Centre. The idea for this event came from 
the Programme Team and thankfully Paul Cosgrave and Bill Gunn have helped us pull everything together 
and I hope it proves to be a worthwhile event.  

Congratulations to 13th Penge and Beckenham North who are celebrating 100 years of Scouting.  This is 
an incredible achievement for a group that struggles to attract adult support despite a healthy 
membership.  
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2019 will see the next Jamboree take place in West Virginia USA.  It was incredible to see so many of 
Bromley’s Young People selected to take part but with so many wanting to be part of the Jamboree, I 
know the selection must have been a very difficult one, but I am sure that they will all have a fantastic 
and unforgettable time. 

It just leaves me to say thank you all for your continued support and commitment to Bromley District 
Scouting. 

 

Gary Peppiatt  
District Commissioner  
 

Deputy	District	Commissioner	(Group	Support)	Annual	Report		

Once again, I can say that I have enjoyed the past year working with GSLs and 
Groups and feel that Bromley District has had another successful year.  

GSLs meetings have been quite well attended with information being exchanged 
and links between Groups developing.  The new GSL training has been rather 
difficult to get started but progress is now being made so everyone can move 
forward. 

GSLs do have more administration to grapple with than in the past but they are all 
‘doing their best’ to get things organised including the new Data Protection regs!  
New leaders are joining and GSLs are supporting them through their induction and 

training.  The new Introductory evenings are proving a great success and I am extremely grateful to all 
those who have supported this initiative. 

Our next goal is to ensure all leaders progress through their personal training so enabling everyone to 
deliver high quality, safe and exciting programmes to the youngsters in our care ensuring we really do 
give them Skills for Life. 

In the words of my own Cub pack at our AGM – It is only one hour a week!! 

 
 
Alys Helm       
Deputy District Commissioner (Adult Support)  
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Deputy	District	Commissioner	(Youth	Events)	Annual	Report	 	

Where do I start, what an exciting year it’s been for the Bromley Scouts Youth 
Events Team! In the last 12 months the Youth Events Team has put on the 
following events covering all of our youth sections – a week long camp in Portugal, 
a huge swimming badge evening, a Cub daytrip to RAF Hendon, the Scouts first aid 
badge day, the Beaver experiment badge day, the Explorer Challenge, Scouts of 
Steel, the biggest ever Beaver Easter Egg Hunt, a fantastic Cub Scout Challenge, a 
zombie infested Moonwalk 2018, the Beaver International Badge Day and most 
recently, MESH!  

 

I won't go into detail for all the events as the printing cost will be huge but will instead highlight a few 
major achievements.  

Portugal 2017 – In August 2017 the Youth Events Team along with nearly 200 Scouts, Explorers and 
Leaders jetted off to sunny Costa Da Caprica – a lively beach town just outside of Lisbon, Portugal. 
Everyone was split into 3 different sub camps for the week. These sub camps then camped, ate, and did 
activities together for the week! During the week, everyone got the opportunity to do the following – 
surfing, stand up paddle boarding, climbing the Cristo Rei, explore Lisbon, paintballing, visit the home of 
Benfica FC (an amazing football stadium), played mini golf and much, much more! By the end of the week 
everyone was tired, tanned, covered in dust but having had, as some described on their return, the best 
week of their life. 

Beaver Experiment Badge - 150 Beavers spent an exciting day being little scientists. Split into small groups 
every beaver got the opportunity to make batteries out of potatoes, learn how to clean pennies in vinegar, 
see how different materials dissolve, make a rocket from film canisters, make grass seed heads, play with 
magnets, see what happens in a vortex with a smoke cannon, watch a demonstration on different 
chemicals being burnt to see what colours can be made, make and handle slime, and witness the 
elephants toothpaste shoot out of a bottle! All of this and everyone got to walk away with a smile on their 
face and having earnt the Beaver experiment activity badge.  

RAF Hendon – When we started planning the trip to RAF Hendon we though 
‘oh that will be easy, book with the venue, book a coach and we are off!’ 5 
coaches and 203 Cubs taking over the museum later we realised that it was a 
slightly larger task that originally expected! Nevertheless, everyone got to 
spend the day surrounded with aircraft from the 100 year history of the Royal 
Air Force. They learnt all about how aviation has developed through the years. 
Everyone had a great day (even if all the packed lunches had been eaten by 
10am on the coaches!) All Cubs walked away with the air activities badge too. 
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Moonwalk 2018 – 300 Scouts, Explorers and Leaders got 
together for one of the biggest nights in the Youth Events 
Team calendar. Moonwalk 2018 – a zombie apocalypse! 
Teams of 4 – 7 had to use their orienteering skills to make their 
way around the 90-acre Broadstone Warren campsite to find 
and complete challenges. 22 bases with challenges had been 
set all to help stop the spread of the zombie virus. Teams 
started at 9pm and the last team finished at 4am Sunday 
morning.  

Even though I haven’t written about the rest of the events, everything the Youth Events Team hosts is a 
huge undertaking due to our sheer size! I would just like to take a moment to thank all our volunteers on 
the Youth Events Team, many of which still manage to run a section too. Without this team our amazing 
events and growth wouldn’t have been achieved.  

Please don’t be a stranger - Bring your section along and see what we get up to. 

 

Tom Norris (Bubbs) 
Deputy District Commissioner  
Bromley Scouts – Youth Events Team 
 

District	Explorer	Scout	Commissioner	Annual	Report	
It has been another outstanding year across the Bromley borough for Explorer Scouting. 
We continue to have near to 400 Explorers across 29 units throughout Bromley. This is an 
incredible number and I would like to extend my thanks to all of those Explorer Leaders 
out there for their tireless efforts and their patience with the Explorers 
With the #YouShape and the new #Skillsforlife initiatives being pushed from 

Headquarters, we find a perfect opportunity across the District to implement these ideas. 

More and more units are involving their Young People in decision making with Explorer 

Unit forums, Explorer Scout support structures and planning sessions being put in place. 

This is fantastic to hear and to see in action. The ‘Skills for Life’ programme is something 

that Bromley Units have been fulfilling for a long time now but it is great to now have an 

initiative to help implement this.  

The Explorers have once again been sending in their NAN forms in droves and hearing 

about their camping experiences is incredible. The camping experiences being provided is top notch. Explorer 

numbers at District events continues to slowly increase and the recent MESH event was attended by roughly a fifth 

of the District which is awesome. Well Done to Tom and his team for putting all of these on.  

The Young Leaders scheme is as popular as ever and is helping to develop some amazing and inspirational Young 

leaders. Its popularity is in large part, to the amazing team who deliver the training. The feedback I get from 

Explorers is brilliant and they love learning through fun. Following on from the training, my team tries to push the 

Explorers to complete all of their missions. (This can be the toughest part).  

Some of our Explorers have had fantastic years and many have been involved in meeting both new local 

ambassadors and national ambassadors. With the forming off the new Jamboree Unit for WSJ in 2019, we have a 

great group of Explorers to highlight the standard of Scouting in Bromley. There are also other opportunities coming 

up internationally with trips to Peru and Lille.  
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I have personally spent a lot of time over the last year visiting Units to discuss Youshape scouting and to those Scout 

Troops without attached units to help encourage the progression into Explorers at other Groups. This has been 

great fun and it’s amazing to meet some engaging and awesome young people.  

Over the next year, we will be focusing on several projects which include, ensuring Unit Agreements are in place 

for all units, supporting new Explorer Leaders through their training, delivering Explorer based training for Nights 

Away Passport schemes and starting a new District programme to support our young people through DofE.  

Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to thank Pauline, Tomo and Mark for their continued support and 

enthusiasm for our events, their honesty when I really need it and their faith in what we are trying to achieve. You 

guys are great, and I couldn’t/wouldn’t do it without you.  

 
 

Alan Alexander  
District Explorer Scout Commissioner 

District	Scout	Network	Commissioner	Annual	Report		

So, a few months in to the role and after a bit of a fact-finding I’m pleased to say 
that we continue to grow as a section.   

Network to many sit’s ‘below the radar’, what I mean by this is that it is present 
but not everyone knows about it as its not publicised, until now!  

In Bromley we have Network Units across 7 locations all doing some great stuff 
on a regular basis as well as the expected socialising in the local pubs! 

As the new Commissioner for Network in Bromley we have set ourselves a mission over the coming years 
to promote and grow the section from the 80-100 active members we have at present to at least double 
this by 2020, noting that our current membership does not include the members who hold a variety of 
leadership and mentoring roles already. 

These ARE our next generation of SECTIONAL and ACTIVITY LEADERS. 

So, what are we up to…… 

RoverRail – 100 years of Rover Scouting is being celebrated this year. 

To celebrate the 100th birthday of Rover Scouting the UKSN gives you 'RoverRail', an international 
adventure event travelling over the European rail network. 

This is one of many planned events all over the UK and beyond celebrating 100 years on Rover Scouting. 

I’m a Scout Get Me ‘Outta’ here 

This is a dedicated event for Network being laid on by the Bromley Youth Events Team in the Summer of 
2018, the event runs exactly as the TV programme does, expect some grim Bush-tucker trials! 

In terms of promoting the section we have been busy planning presentations to the Explorer Units and 
the YP who are on the verge of deciding their next move as they approach 18, the presentations carried 
out so far have been well received so more are planned over the coming months. 
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Three lucky Networkers in Bromley also attended the Queens Garden Party at Buckingham Palace in May, 
helping by serving all the VIP’s and dignitaries. 

Here’s to more Group linked units springing up as well as overall membership over the coming years. 

Lee Hawley 
District Scout Network Commissioner. 

 

International	Advisor	Annual	Report		

 
Over 350 Young People and Leaders from Bromley District have gone abroad in the 
past 12 months – many of whom thanks to the great trip to Portugal organised by 
the Youth Events Team. Last summer there was also the brilliant trip to Canada last 
summer and groups have visited Switzerland, Italy, and France.  Recently several 
Young People and Adults from Bromley District also went on an expedition to 
Holland.  

Although a large part of international scouting is going abroad, we can still give 
Young People a taste of international without leaving the UK. It has been great to 
see several sections complete their international badges at their section meetings. 

The Youth Events Team also put on an International Activity Day where 130 Beavers were able to complete 
their International Challenge Badge. By allowing Young People to experience International Scouting at a 
young age, we can allow them to learn about other cultures and inspire them to travel more when they 
get older.  

One of the great things about International is that it is great fun for adults and Young People. Organising 
trips for Young People is great fun and very rewarding, and there are also opportunities for adults. Last 
summer Patrick Walker and David Hudson were selected to attend the World Scout Moot in 
Iceland.  During Moot they had the opportunity to go and sightsee around Rekyjvick (the capital), travel 
around up to Akureyri  (their activity centre) and Úlfljótsvatn (the main campsite). 

  

 

 

 

Looking forward, this summer Chloe Kenney, Eleanor Higgs and Natasha Clarkson have been selected to 
be part of the UK Contingent attending Roverway in Holland. It is great to have three members from 
Bromley District who are part of over 3,000 participants (aged 16 – 22) from over twenty countries that 
will participate in Roverway.  

There are 7 groups planning to go away before the end of 2018. Thank you to all the leaders who have 
completed their Visits Abroad paperwork for their trips. To those leaders who haven’t organised a Visit 
Abroad before, please do not be put off by the paperwork. It really isn’t as daunting as it sounds, and I am 
on hand to provide any support you need.  
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Bromley District have also been lucky enough to have 29 Young People selected to be part of the GLSE 
Unit at the next World Scout Jamboree in America in 2019. In additional to this, Bromley District have also 
had four leaders selected to be part of the International Service Team at the Jamboree. 

As you can see it has been a successful year on several fronts from an international point of view, and I 
am really excited about the international opportunities that we are offering going forward. In 
collaboration with County and Bexley District we have developed the GLSE International Strategy, which 
is a co-ordinated plan of upcoming trips of varying types, durations, and costs to hopefully appeal to a 
wide range of Young People and Leaders. In the coming years there are trips to Lille, Peru, Kenya and an 
Explorer Belt to Europe for people to get involved with. If you want more details, please get in touch.  

 
Dave Goodwin  
District International Advisor  

 

District	Chairman’s	Annual	Report		
 
As you will from elsewhere in this annual report, Bromley Scouts has had another fantastic year. I continue 
to be amazed that all these wonderful events and activities, not forgetting the regular weekly meetings 
are put on entirely by Volunteers, and on behalf of all the young people who benefit from the time and 
effort you all put into providing a fantastic Scouting Experience in Bromley a big THANK YOU for all that 
you do.   
 
The success of Bromley Scouts is dependent on us maintaining and hopefully expanding our team of 
volunteers and despite the overall success of the year as Gary has mentioned it is disappointing that a 
couple of local Scout Groups have closed, primarily due to insufficient adult volunteers. It is appreciated 
that it is not always easy to incorporate volunteering into modern day life however I hope you can see 
from this report that if you can the rewards and life experiences are exceptional. If you or anyone you 
know wants to volunteer in any number of roles ranging from uniformed leadership, to group 
management or fundraising please do get in touch. There is training and mentoring support available it 
could be life changing for you and future generations of Bromley Scouts.  
 
Finally, as many will be aware after over 10 years as Chair I have decided it is the right time for someone 
else to take on the Chairmanship of Bromley Scouts, and I am delighted that Russell Zaple has agreed to 
take on the role. I am not disappearing from the District and will continue to be an active supporter of 
Bromley Scouts, albeit in a different way.  
 
It has been a privilege to have been your Chair, despite the challenges and changes we have collectively 
faced during that time. I thank you for the support you have given me, and I would ask that you extend 
this support to Russell who I am certain will be a fantastic Chair. 
 
 

 
Colin Goodwin  
District Chairman 

 



Bromley Scouts Annual Report 2017/18 9

Wilberforce	Scout	Centre	Annual	Report	
 

I don’t know quite where the last year has gone. 
However, things at Wilberforce continue to happen 
at an alarming rate. 
 
Bookings thankfully keep coming in which is good to 
see as it keeps the ball rolling. 
 
Our major event during the year was the installation 
of the new toilet and shower block for the camping 
field which I am pleased to say is now complete and 
ready for use.  
 

 
I feel this was not before time as the old block by the gate has seen rather too many years. We will shortly 
be starting a refurbishment program on the old block and at the right time this will be used for storage.  
 
We have also recently installed new swings which were kindly donated by friends and family of Jim Brown 
who passed away some months ago. Jim had been very active in Bromley Scouting for many years and we 
appreciate their kindness.  
 
The “Tuesday Club” at Wilberforce continues to have a busy schedule maintaining the site and we always 
welcome anyone who would like to join us, we normally have tea and coffee about 11am on a Tuesday if 
anyone wants to pop along and help. My telephone number is 0208 467 7072 
 
We look forward to welcoming all our site users in the coming months and we wish you a pleasant stay. 
 
 
Brian Allen  
Wilberforce Campsite Chair 
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Appointments	Advisory	Committee	Annual	Report	
 

It is a requirement that FULL Appointment is dependent on Training Modules 1, 2 & 3, "Getting Started", 
being completed within 5 months of "Provisional" Appointment. Many Leaders have not been fulfilling 
this obligation and consequently remain at Provisional status for considerable periods of time. 
 
In January the District started a new Approval procedure that requires Modules 1 & 3 E-learning to be 
completed before invitation to a "Scouting Introductory Evening" where Leaders have an interview, meet 
members of the District Programme Planning team and a Training Manager who then validates the " 
Getting Started" and discusses future training. 
 
We have now held six of these evenings resulting in all 44 attendees obtaining FULL Appointments. During 
the same period last year, we approved 64 Appointments to "Provisional" but 17 have still not completed 
their "Getting Started". These new evenings are proving to be very productive and all attendees have left 
enthusiastic to serve Scouting in their Groups. 
 
Appointments made during the last 12 months totalled 127, (101 Section Leaders and 26 Sectional 
Assistants). 
 
The new Data Protection Legislation (GDPR) which became law on 25th May has resulted in much 
communication from Gilwell but new documentation covering Adult Information Forms, Youth Data 
Forms, Yellow Cards etc. is still awaited and I am therefore unaware of the consequences regarding 
"Consent Approval" given when Leaders sign the AIF's. 
 
In March 2016 COMPASS was finally introduced but two years on we still have elements of the notification 
system which are unreliable and deficient of important data. These issues cause unnecessary additional 
workload to our District Administrative VOLUNTEERS. 
 
I now want to thank ALL members of the Bromley District Appointments Team who have enabled the 127 
new Appointments to be approved during the last 12 months 
 
 
Terry Newman 
Appointments Advisory Committee Chairman 
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District	Scout	Shops	Annual	Report		
 
Orpington and Bromley Scouts Shops have had another successful year in supplying uniforms, badges, 

and equipment plus coping with the many changes that have come about recently. 

We would like to thank all the volunteers who help run the shops as without them it would not be possible 

to provide such a service to the Bromley Borough Scout Groups and the increasing number of groups from 

other Districts and importantly a valuable source of income to the District. 

The new strategy now with us and more on the horizon means much effort is being made to keep stocks 

relevant and to avoid any items becoming redundant. 

In line with the proposed new Scout brand the retail website is to become Scout Store and sole supplier 

as of 1st July 2018.  The use of a second manufacturer is discontinued and this together with the new 

GDPR rules apparently means all shops are being asked to re-register.    

 
Mike Ungemuth & Evelyn Magee  
Scout Shop Managers 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

For uniforms, badges, books 
and all your Scouting needs 

 

 

Bromley District HQ,  
The Frank Rhodes Centre 

15 Prospect Place,  
Bromley, BR2 9HL 

 
Open every Saturday during 

term 9:30am – 12:30pm 
 

Ample Parking 

Crofton Oak Scout HQ  
Crofton Rd  

Orpington, BR6 8JE 
 

Open every Saturday during 
term 10:30am – 12:30pm 

Tuesdays 8.30pm – 9.30pm  
 

Ample Parking  

Bromley District  
Scout Shops



Bromley Scouts Annual Report 2017/18 12

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


